6                          INDIA AND THE INDIANS

parent of the modem languages of Northern and Central India
{just as Latin is of French, Spanish, and Italian). By far the most
widely spoken is Hindi, which in its various forms is understood
over a very large area, while Urdu, which is closely related to it,
is the common language or lingua franca for Mohammedans all
over India. Urdu is really largely Hindi written in a Persian
script. Both are often commonly referred to as Hindustani,
Tamil and Telugu, die chief Dravidian languages of the south,
have no relation at all to Hindi and the Indo-Aryan languages of
the north.

Thus it is that the teaching of English in the secondary schools
(it has never been taught in the primary schools) has had a
remarkable effect in promoting the unity of the whole country.
It has brought together the educated classes of different regions
and enabled diem to exchange thoughts and ideas. It has been one
of die most powerful influences in welding India together and in
creating the Indian 'nation*. During the last few years there has
been a great campaign in favour of adopting Hindi as a universal
language to be made compulsory in all schools, but it is meeting
with much opposition both from Mohammedans, and from the
speakers of the Dravidian tongues for whose children it would
mean a special burden. India will always need a language for use
in her relations with the outer world, and English remains the
obvious language for this purpose.

Another bond which unites the great masses of the people of
India, whether Hindu or Mohammedan, Sikh or Christian, is the
fact that they are countryfolk, peasants getting their living from
the soil. They live in coundess villages, and towns are few and far
between. Prom time immemorial the life of the people has been
based on the village community. Independent units, self-contained
and self-governing, they persisted through the centuries litde
changed by wars and die succession of different rulers. The village
was complete in itself and was left to manage its own afiairs through
its council (panchayat) provided that it paid the land-tax demanded
by the governing power. It was only with the building of roads